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Keynote Speaker 

 
The Honorable Nancy Johnson 

Former Connecituct Congresswoman 
Senior Public Policy Advisor, Baker Donelson 

 
 
After serving 24 years in the U.S. Congress, Nancy Johnson joined Baker Donelson because she shares 
the Firm's commitment to service excellence. She served 18 years on the House Ways and Means 
Committee and played an integral role in the passage of every major tax, trade and health care 
initiative during years of rapid technological and political change and the globalization of the 
economy. Ms. Johnson is widely recognized for her acumen and sound analyses of healthcare, tax and 
trade policies. She is a powerful advocate on these issues for the Firm's clients.  
Ms. Johnson's legislative record is a testament to her strategic expertise and ability to build coalitions. 
She has been recognized frequently for her leadership on such disparate issues as manufacturing, 
health policy, fair tax and trade policy, child and family issues and the environment.  

Ms. Johnson is an authority on health policy and as such, a key member of any team seeking to 
negotiate policies governing Medicare or developing a universally accessible health care system. As a 
member and then Chairwoman of the Ways and Means Health Subcommittee, she introduced the 
national Children's Health Insurance Program and was a principal author of the Medicare 
Modernization Act. Her many years of service have given her a deep knowledge of the health care 
delivery system, including the need for systems change, quality measurement and payment reform to 
improve quality and efficiency.  

She introduced the health information technology legislation that led to the establishment of the Office 
of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (HIT) and continues to fight for broad 
adoption of HIT to reduce medical errors and improve care quality. Her broad knowledge of the many 
challenges in this area, from deployment to privacy and security issues, enable Ms. Johnson and the 
Baker Donelson health policy team to guide and represent those interested and affected by technology 
and systems change in the health sector.  

As the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Oversight Subcommittee, Ms. Johnson authored a 
series of taxpayer rights bills that provided protections for individuals and small businesses and passed 
legislation to implement the recommendations of the commission to reorganize the IRS to modernize 
consumer services and enhance agency accountability.  

Ms. Johnson is helping clients to anticipate proposals and influence changes in tax law and to meet 
upcoming challenges in the trade arena. Having served on the Ways and Means Committee when 
major changes in tax law were adopted under both Democratic and Republican leaderships, she is 
helping Baker Donelson clients to understand and influence the significant changes to tax policy that 
are on the congressional agenda. In the past, in support of manufacturing and small business, Ms.  

 



 

 
Johnson focused on tax incentives for investment and authored the alternative research and 
development credit, as well as other provisions to improve U.S. competitiveness and stimulate growth.  

Ms. Johnson worked for passage of trade negotiating authority, agreements expanding market access, 
and laws strengthening enforcement of intellectual property rights, anti-dumping and other fair trade 
initiatives. In addition, throughout her service on the Ways and Means Committee, she led many 
reforms of our pension laws, created the Simple Plan for small businesses, helped pass numerous tax 
incentives to encourage personal savings and co-led passage of the landmark Portman-Cardin senior 
reform.  

Current Board Memberships  

• ●  John Marshal Law School – Board of Trustees, Chair of Distance Learning Committee  
• ●  United States Naval Academy – Board of Visitors, Vice-Chair  

• ●  The Information Technology and Innovation Foundation Board  
• ●  National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy – Board of Directors  

Representative Publications & Speaking Engagements  
• ●  Presenter – "The Obama Preschool Initiative: A Conversation with Secretary of Education 

Arne Duncan," hosted by the Center on Children and Families and the Association for Public 
Policy Analysis and Management, The Brookings Institution, Washington, D.C. (May 29, 
2013)  

• ●  Author – "Personalizing medicine to combat the cost of health care," The Hill's Congress 
Blog (July 14, 2011)  

• ●  Presenter – "Getting Out of the Rough and Back onto the Fairway on Healthcare Reform," 
International Association of Defense Counsel (February 2011)  

• ●  Co-author – "Integration Strategies for the New Health Care Economy," American Health 
Lawyers Weekly (July 2010)  

• ●  "Health care reform: How to comply with new regulations and maintain your current plan," 
Smart Business Atlanta (June 2010)  

• ●  Presenter – "Health Reform," ACHE – SouthEast Texas Chapter of Quantum Leadership, 
Inc. (May 13, 2010)  

• ●  Presenter – "Health Reform After the 2010 Election," (November 2010)  

Professional Honors & Activities  
• ●  Member – NaviMed Capital, Health Policy Council  

• ●  Inductee – Affordable Housing Hall of Fame, Affordable Housing Finance magazine, 2011  
• ●  Fellow – Institute of Politics at Harvard University , 2007  

• ●  Commissioner – National Commission for Quality Long-Term Care, 2007  
• ●  Recipient of numerous national awards from physician hospital, home care, community 

health centers, nursing home and minority health organizations; chambers of commerce, the 
National Federation of Independent Business, manufacturer and trade organizations; 
environmental groups, arts and education groups and human services organizations.  

 

 



 

 
Education  

• ●  Radcliffe College, Harvard University, B.A., 1957  
• ●  University of London, Courtauld Institute, 1958  

• ●  University of Bridgeport, Honorary Degree, Doctor of Humane Letters, 1985  
• ●  University of Hartford, Doctor of Laws, Honoris Causa, 1989  

• ●  University of New Haven, Doctor of Laws, Honoris Causa, 1995  
• ●  Baypath College, Honorary Degree, Doctor of Humane Letters, 1999  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Speakers 
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Tod Ibrahim is Executive Director of the American Society of Nephrology, which represents nearly 
15,000 kidney care professionals in more than 110 countries. Prior to this position, he was founding 
Executive Vice President of the Alliance for Academic Internal Medicine, Director of Public Policy for 
the Association of Professors of Medicine, Director of Communications for Robert Betz Associates, 
and Staff Assistant for US Representative Thomas C. Sawyer (D-OH). A two-time recipient of George 
Washington University’s Jenny McKean Moore scholarship for poets, Tod has a master’s degree in 
liberal arts from Johns Hopkins University and a bachelor’s degree in English from the University of 
Maryland at College Park. 
 
He is the author or coauthor of many articles, including “The Kidney Research Predicament”; 
“Recruiting the Next Generation of Nephrologists”; “The Future Nephrology Workforce: Will There 
Be One?”; “The Impact of Increasing Medical School Class Size on Clinical Clerkships: A National 
Survey of Internal Medicine Clerkship Directors”; “Tenures for Department Chairs: How Short Is Too 
Short?”; “Globalization: A New Dimension for Academic Internal Medicine”; “Centers, Institutes, and 
the Future of Clinical Departments”; and “Developing a Strategy for Providing Federal GME 
Support.” Recently, Tod coauthored a chapter for the Guidebook for Clerkship Directors entitled 
“Understanding, Navigating, and Leveraging US Medicine.” 
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Glenda Payne, M.S., R.N., C.N.N., is Director of Clinical Services at Nephrology Clinical Solutions. 
She consults in all areas of nephrology for corporations, facilities and individuals including education 
on topics related to regulatory compliance, patient safety, quality assessment and performance 
assessment.  She has been a respected and visionary ANNA leader for many years, as an active 
member serving as legislative advisor and a member of the Leadership Development Committee. Most 
recently, Glenda served as ANNA’s National President 2012-2013.   
 
She has been a nephrology nurse for more than 30 years, committed to both quality and patient care, 
with a broad range of professional experience in the clinical, transplant and research areas. Glenda was 
also instrumental in developing state licensing requirements for dialysis facilities in Texas.   
Previously, she worked as the End Stage Renal Disease Technical Advisor for the Survey and 
Certification Branch of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Dallas Regional Office and as 
a project officer in the Division of Quality Improvement.  She received her bachelors and masters 
degrees from Texas Woman’s University in Denton, TX. 
 
Glenda is the recipient of many awards including “Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
Administrator’s Special Citation Award”, 2010, “Lifetime Achievement Award in Nephrology 
Nursing,” University of Missouri 2009, “Outstanding Contribution to the American Nephrology 
Nurse’s Association (ANNA)”, 2006, Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services “Administrator’s 
Cornerstone Award”, 2008 and many others for her nursing, leadership and administrative expertise. 
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Nancy L. Scott is an ordained minister, registered nurse and an experienced medical administrator 
who worked at Montclair Community Hospital in Montclair, New Jersey for over 20 years.  There she 
served as Coordinator for Case Management for oncology, nephrology, rheumatoid arthritis, anti-
infective and cardiovascular markets, ensuring strategy and medical standards and identifying patient 
expectations.  She was noted for her leadership and development and implementation of rigorous 
quality control measures. 
 
Nancy was an in-center hemodialysis patient from being diagnosed with kidney disease in 2004 until 
receiving a kidney transplant in the spring of 2011. She is now President of the Board of Directors for 
Dialysis Patient Citizens (DPC) Education Center with past involvement in DPC as a Patient 
Ambassador, Secretary of the Board, Vice President and President of the Board.  As President of the 
DPC Education Board, she serves with DPC to improve the quality of life for all dialysis patients 
through education and advocacy. DPC is a nationwide, non-profit, patient-led organization with 
membership open only to dialysis and pre-dialysis patients and their families. Before joining the Board 
in 2007, Nancy received the DPC Hero Award. 
 
Beyond her DPC involvement, Nancy also serves as a patient representative of Advisory Board at 
ESRD Network 4 and Chair of the Board of Directors at Henrietta Johnson Medical Center where she 
was previously chair of the Clinical Evaluation Committee. She also established a support group to 
encourage better communication between clinic staff and patients, and has traveled to Washington, 
D.C., to meet with lawmakers.  
 
Nancy received her B.S./M.S. in Healthcare Administration at the University of Phoenix in Phoenix, 
Arizona and is presently enrolled there in a Doctoral Program in Industrial Organizational Psychology.   
 
 
 

õ  
 

Cherilyn Cepriano, J.D., CAE, joined of the Kidney Care Council (KCC), the national trade 
association representing dialysis providers, as Executive Director in 2009. In this capacity Cherilyn 
provides strategic leadership and management across all association activities. As a coalition focused 
on advancing public policy goals, Cherilyn leads all KCC advocacy programs,  

directing a team of lobbying and analytic professionals to tackle complex healthcare policy issues 
including those relating to Medicare reimbursement through the End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) 
Prospective Payment System (PPS), Quality Incentive Program (QIP), and development of health care 
exchanges under the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  

Cherilyn took the helm of the KCC during a critical time for dialysis providers – joining prior to the 
start of the ESRD PPS -­‐ and has led the provider coalition’s legislative and regulatory response to 
ongoing policy proposals to develop, implement, and alter the emergent ESRD PPS.  

Cherilyn brings to KCC more than fifteen years of experience in health policy and association 
management. Prior to joining KCC, Cherilyn served as Executive Director for the Emergency 
Department Practice Management Association (EDPMA), the national healthcare trade association 
representing emergency department physician groups and their business partners, and Legislative 
Associate for Health Policy with the National Governors’ Association.  



 

 
 

Cherilyn earned her law degree from George Mason University School of Law and a bachelor’s in 
Government and Anthropology from Smith College, where she subsequently served as a member of  

the Board of Trustees. As an active member of the American Society of Association Executives 
(ASAE), Cherilyn has achieved the designation of Certified Association Executive (CAE), a credential 
held by fewer than five present of association executives nationwide.  

 
 

  

õ  
 
 
 

Rachel Nell Meyer is the Manager of Policy and Government Affairs at the American Society of 
Nephrology and oversees the society’s federal legislative and regulatory advocacy portfolio.  Meyer 
administers ASN’s patient care and research-related advocacy efforts, working with Congress as well 
as federal agencies including the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, the Food and Drug 
Administration, and the National Institutes of Health to influence policies that affect nephrology health 
professionals and the patients they serve.  

 
Prior to joining ASN, she conducted healthcare research at the Advisory Board Company in 
Washington, DC, and worked for Senator Ken Salazar (D-CO) in his district office.  Meyer has a 
degree in Global Health and Development from the Colorado College.  

 
She has co-authored numerous articles, including “Fostering Innovation, Advancing Patient Safety: 
The Kidney Health Initiative”; “Comparing Mandated Health Care Reforms: The Affordable Care Act, 
Accountable Care Organizations, and the Medicare ESRD Program”; and “Considering an Integrated 
Nephrology Care Delivery Model: Six Principles for Quality.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

  
The Rogosin Institute mission is to provide the best possible health care and quality of life for people with 
kidney disease, as well as those with diabetes, lipid and cardiovascular disorders, and cancer. 
The Institute combines a multifaceted, integrative approach to compassionate clinical care and disease 
prevention with: 
 

§ Innovative, cutting-edge research 
§ Policy analysis and development 
§ Humanitarian outreach 

 
The Rogosin Institute is committed to produce a unique applicable model for optimal, cost-effective health care 
and health promotion. 
 
For additional information, visit: www.rogosin.org 

 
 

 
 

The NewYork-Presbyterian Healthcare System is a federation of 24 general acute care hospital sites in New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut, as well as specialty institutes, continuing care facilities and ambulatory 
providers.  The System is dedicated to increasing access to care, promoting quality and patient safety through the 
emulation of best practices.  Acute care members are academic affiliates of one of two Ivy League medical 
schools: Weill Cornell Medical College of Cornell University and Columbia University College of Physicians 
and Surgeons. 
 
For additional information, visit http://www.nypsystem.org. 

 
 
 

 
 

New York Hospital Queens is a member of the NewYork-Presbyterian Healthcare System and an affiliate of the Weill 
Medical College of Cornell University. New York Hospital Queens is committed to being a premier healthcare 
institution serving our greater community by providing excellence in clinical care and patient safety, education, 
clinical research, and service.  

 
For more information, visit www.nyhq.org. 

 


